BOOK REVIEWS that make the book worth purchasing. In particular, the chapters on surfactant turnover, respiratory muscles fatigue and structural development of the pulmonary circulation and myocardium are invaluable. Foremost authorities on these subjects have not only produced excellent review articles but have presented the arguments in an original and stimulating manner. These chapters and others are a good source of key references.
The book is relevant only to those with special interests in critical care of the newborn. For these, however, at the price, it is a worthwhile addition to their library. 235x155. This is a comprehensive, up-to-date review of the most widely used anaesthetic agent. The book is very informative, but does not always provide enjoyable reading. I doubt that many people would use the text other than for reference to a particular area of interest.
All the chapters start with excellent summaries. These are written by a number of authors, and the topics are well researched and well referenced.
The editor, Edmond I. Eger 11, is one who believes that the disadvantages of nitrous oxide outweigh its advantages, and he presents his case for the abandonment of the use of the agent in chapter 20. This view is well balanced by contrary opinions by Lawrence J. Said man and William K. Hamilton in the following chapter. In the epilogue, Thomas F. Hornbein gives a good evaluation of the place of nitrous oxide today as most of us see it. I strongly recommend that every anaesthetist should read the last three chapters.
As the book has something to offer the anaesthetist in training, the trained anaesthetist as well as the anaesthetist with subspecialty interests, I would suggest it as a useful addition to every departmental library. . A text of this size is a daunting project for a single author, but Carol Lake from Virginia has generally fulfilled the stated aim of producing a manual of anaesthesia for cardiac patients undergoing cardiac or non-cardiac surgery.
The earlier part of the book deals with basic cardiovascular anatomy and physiology, followed by an excellent and up-to-date discussion on preoperative evaluation and intraoperative monitoring. There are specific chapters devoted to the intraoperative and postoperative management of patients undergoing various forms of cardiac surgery and excellent introductions to the use of the intraaortic balloon pump and the concept of myocardial preservation during open-heart surgery.
The book is not perfect, the section on anatomy needs a simple diagram for clarification, the important concept of ventricular compliance is barely mentioned, while the outdated rate pressure product is still given prominence; these are surprising in such a recent publication. Despite multiple references to help objectivity, the author's final recommendations on controversial topics are still highly subjective although probably mostly in line with current practice in Australia.
Overall, however, this is an excellent book, very easy to read and supported by an excellent array of references at the end of each chapter. With the widespread incidence of coronary artery disease in the community, I would recommend the earlier chapters to all anaesthetists; the later chapters are aimed more at those interested in the subspecialty of cardiac anaesthesia. This book contains 14 chapters, the first thirteen of which were written several months before the meeting and each chapter was then read by two or three separate individuals who wrote commentaries on the chapter. The two-day meeting consisted of a brief introduction by each author followed by a general discussion.
The quality of presentation in this book and the breadth of opinion expressed gives an excellent outline of the subject in general. It deals with many of the problems involved in quality assurance programs and those in anaesthetic practice in particular as well as advantages.
